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VLI/SESF Luncheon: closing remarks      6/23/09

JUST US “sharing a valued and preferred future”
Many of you here today are aware that there comes a time in life when you are called upon to pick and chose. Well today, we choose each other…. We choose to take the opportunity to participate, to be engaged, to be apart of a refreshing promising forward thinking learning opportunity which speaks with confidence of Vermont leadership.

The greater Burlington area and parts of Vermont are like many communities across our great nations who are confronted with some of the accompanying challenges and growing pains of social change. In fact, we are within a cultural crossroad which beckons us not to sit idly on the sideline which is why the VLI/SESF is so symbolic of ownership and direction about how real social change must be acknowledged and embraced. 

The bottom line “we are all diversity” just searching for an equitable means for expression. Because we all really want the same thing; a job that pays the bills, an education that gives our children a chance to succeed, a home we can afford, an opportunity to engage in making our neighborhood and communities a better place to live.

I need/you need/we need/all Vermont communities need to better understand that our diversity is our gift...a gift which deserves to be shouted and acknowledged from the highest green mountain tops.
Make no mistake about it….Our diversity coupled with cultural competence is our strength only….only when we work together toward a common goal.  A common goal which allows us, JUST US, working together as we all contribute, and take pride in looking back to valued traditions…while moving forward.

Because…what it ever really comes down to is…JUST US, JUST GHANDI, JUST ROSA, JUST JFK, JUST MARTIN, JUST BARRACK and other extraordinary leader…. Like…JUST US, JUST VERMONT LEADERSHIP….Sharing a Valued and Preferred Future.

Thank you Vermont leaders for this shared opportunity of community growth and learning. We look forward to seeing everyone next year.

Wanda Hines; Director
Social Equity Investment Project
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